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DECEMBER NEWS 
Jewish Alumni Network Update 
This past Homecoming at Bradley, we hosted 
the 3rd annual Bradley University Jewish Alumni 
Network social hour.  


See article on Page 2 

Marisa Goldberg Spent a Gap 
Year In Israel—And Loved It 
For the first semester of the program I lived in 
Jerusalem, and studied at Hebrew University on 
Mount Scopus. For the second semester I lived 
in a developmental town in the south called 
Yerucham.


See article on Page 2  

Meet Kyla Gersten 
These past two years, I have had the 
opportunity of becoming really involved in the 
Jewish community at Bradley as well as in the 
greater Peoria area. 


See article on Page 3 

 

Talmud for Everyone 
Students and faculty from Bradley as well as 
members of the Peoria community regularly 
attend the event held at the Bradley Hillel.


See article on Page 4 

Tunnel of Oppression 
Hillel was once again asked to participate in 
the planning of the Tunnel of Oppression, 
and a some of our interns were involved in 
planning the display for Jewish oppression.


See article on Page 5  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Hillel Can Cook 
Top picture: AEPi students preparing a shabbat dinner 

Bottom picture: Students making bread as part of the 
Challah for Hunger program
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Jewish Alumni Network Update 
This past Homecoming at Bradley, we 
hosted the 3rd annual Bradley University 
Jewish Alumni Network (BUJAN) social 
hour. The event was hosted at the Hillel House 
on campus. We had a mix of current students 
and alumni, as well as Bradley staff and faculty 
in attendance. The goal of the social hour is for 
members of Bradley's Jewish community, past 
and present, to connect. This ultimately serves 
the BUJAN mission which is to "create and 
strengthen an interpersonal and professional 
network that includes both current Jewish 
students and alumni of Bradley University.”


This event, held annually since BUJAN's 
founding three years ago, has helped to 
acquaint staff from the Bradley Alumni Office 
with our members and our members with each 
other. The icebreaker and conversation at the 
event centered around the qualities of being a 
good mentor—qualities found both in ourselves 
and in the mentors we've had—which created 
a perfect segue to announcing the soon-to-be 
launched BUJAN Mentorship Program. 


Beginning in January 2018, board members 
of BUJAN will be paired with current Bradley 
students for monthly mentorship meetings 
centered around general college and career 

guidance. We are looking forward to piloting 
the program for six months and expanding the 
program in Fall of 2018. If you are interested in 
becoming an active member of BUJAN, please 
contact the current president, Daniel Shore, at 
DanielShore86@gmail.com.


 

Marisa Goldberg Spent a Gap 
Year In Israel—And Loved It 

Last fall instead of starting my freshman year at 
Bradley University, I decided to take a gap year and 
go to Israel on the Nativ College Leadership 
program. For the first semester of the program I 
lived in Jerusalem, and studied at Hebrew 
University on Mount Scopus. For the second 
semester I lived in a developmental town in the 
south called Yerucham. In Yerucham I was able to 
volunteer in the high school, do construction work, 
and clean up trash by the town’s lake. During the 
nine months I was also able to travel all over Israel, 
as well as being able to go to Italy and Poland. After 
living in Israel for nine months I have grown 
passionate about Judaism, and I hope to continue 
to learn about what Judaism means to me during 
my time at Bradley. 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Meet Kyla Gersten, Hillel Intern and Community Teacher 

My name is Kyla Gersten and I am from St. Louis, MO. I am in my second 
year as a Elementary Education and Special Education double major 
Bradley. From kindergarten through 8th grade I attended Solomon 
Schechter Day School in St. Louis and was very involved in the USY chapter 
at my synagogue in St. Louis for all of high school. After high school, I had 
the amazing opportunity to take a gap year in Israel on Nativ College 
Leadership Program. First semester of the gap year, I took classes at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. The second semester of the year I lived in a 
small youth village where I volunteered in a high school for immigrants, 
teaching them English. 


 

Life and Legacy: Planned Giving


We wish to recognize members of this community who have 
chosen to remember Bradley Hillel in their will, trust, 
retirement account or life insurance policy. 

Thank you for helping to us to secure Hillel’s future. 

Anonymous - 8 
Cecile Arquette 
Rebecca Carlson 
Zach Dalin 
Abby Hans 
Sharyl Hans 
Ira Hymen 
Seth Katz 
Yona Lunken 
Steve Marx  
Alison Morrissey 
Daniel Shore 

And thanks to the Harold Grinspoon Foundation for investing in our future.


Please consider supporting Bradley Hillel with a letter of intent for Legacy gift. You 
can also contact Yona Lunken 815-546-7034. 
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These past two years I have had the opportunity of 
becoming really involved in the Jewish community 
at Bradley as well as in the greater Peoria area. 


I am on the Hillel 
board as an 
engagement intern 
and lead services 
every Friday night 
for the students at 
Hillel. I have really 
enjoyed this 
opportunity to lead 
the community in 
prayer and to be 

able to unite all of the students’ different 
backgrounds into a common Shabbat service. 


In addition, I have been able to teach at the Sunday 
School at Anshai Emeth for the past year and a half. 
I now teach the 8th grade class as well as Hebrew 
to the 4th-6th graders twice a week. I have really 
enjoyed getting to know the community at Anshai 
Emeth through teaching the students there!


Finally, I have had the 
amazing opportunity 
this past semester to 
teach Hebrew to the 
first, second, and third 
grade students at 
Peoria Hebrew Day 
School. This has been 
a really exciting 
experience: being able 
to use the Hebrew 
skills that I learned 
when I was in day 
school as well as the education strategies that I am 
currently learning at Bradley in order to teach these 
students the beginnings of Hebrew. 


Through all of these experiences in the past year 
and a half, I have really enjoyed getting to know all 
of the great people in the Peoria Jewish community 
and look forward to working with all of them in the 
next couple years!


Talmud for Everyone 
"Talmud for Everyone" was founded in the fall 
of 2016 by Isaac W. de Oliveira/Oliver, assistant 
professor of religious studies at Bradley 
University. Talmud for Everyone is a bi-weekly 
event, open to Jews and non-Jews, devoted to 
the study of the Talmud. The aim is simply to 
read through the Talmud and try to make sense 
of its complex discussions. Students and 
faculty from Bradley as well as members of the 
Peoria community regularly attend the event, 
which is held at the Bradley Hillel center. 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Tunnel of Oppression 
On November 7, 8, 9 and 10, the Office 
of Diversity and Inclusion once again 
sponsored the “Tunnel of Oppression,” 
an interactive experience in which 
participants are led through a series of 
displays, each featuring a different 
form of oppression. The tunnel is 
planned out by students from 
marginalized groups to replicate 
their own experiences with 
oppression. 


Tunnel of Oppression started at 
Western Illinois University in 1994, and 

the project has been implemented at colleges and universities across the United States. The first 
Tunnel of Oppression at Bradley was in 2005. 


Participants in the activity were led through each of the displays by a tour guide, who provided 
additional information. The topics displayed this year included religious bigotry, racism, transphobia, 
sexual assault, depression, body image, and xenophobia.


Hillel was once again asked to participate in the planning of the Tunnel of Oppression, and 
some of our interns were involved in planning the display for Jewish oppression. The theme was 
“anti-Semitism in 21st century America.”
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Contact Steven Marx at harpo64@mac.com so we can get you on our list.

mailto:harpo64@mac.com
mailto:harpo64@mac.com


Bradley University Hillel December 2017

Life and Legacy: Planned Giving 

When I first found out about the Life and 
Legacy program I was mainly worried. Since I 
am the lead person on fundraising for Bradley 
Hillel, I knew that the responsibility would fall 
on me. My schedule and commitments were 
already keeping me very busy. I did not want 
more on my plate. And then to add to my 
resistance, this program was something new 
that I was not comfortable with and that I 
would have to learn about.


If you don't yet know about the Life and 
Legacy program, here is an overview. The Life 
and Legacy Program is a Planned Giving 
program, set up and sponsored by the 
Grinspoon Foundation (of PJ Library fame). 
Their goal is to educate, train, and support 
communities that want to start doing 
planned giving. Planned giving is making a gift 
to Hillel to be delivered after you have passed 
away. One of the motivations for this initiative is 
that, as the current Jewish generation passes 
away, they will transfer over $1 trillion to the 
next generation, the largest private cash 
transfer in history. The other motivation is that 
the current generation of Jews are assimilating 
at unprecedented levels, so that in the future, 
the Jewish communities might not have the 
wealth that they have had, to support the 

Jewish institutions that we have. SO, the Life 
and Legacy program is an opportunity for Hillel 
to get commitments of needed funds that will 
help us over the next 50+ years.


We have completed our first year in the Life 
and Legacy program, during which our goal 
was to get 18 people to sign up with Hillel as 
their designation. Completing this goal would 
earn Hillel an incentive grant of $5000, and 
we succeeded! Yay team!


Despite my initial apprehensions, this program 
now excites me, as it has forced me to learn 
and develop a new fundraising skill that is 
critical to helping Hillel reaching our 
endowment goal. I know that there are many 
individuals out there who are connected to 
Bradley University Hillel who want to support 
Jewish Life on campus, and this is another tool 
that we have when working with them.


If you have not yet been approached and want 
to participate in the Life and Legacy Planned 
Giving Program for Bradley University Hillel, 
please contact me.


Yona Lunken  
815-546-7034 
yonalunken@gmail.com 




Getting involved in Jewish organizations such as Bradley’s Hillel has given me opportunities to 
express my Judaism, making the transition to college a lot easier. On campus I have the ability to 
celebrate Shabbat weekly, and I have a place to go for the High Holidays. The Jewish community in 
Peoria and at Bradley have welcomed me in with open arms, and have made me feel very 
comfortable here. Although my journey has just begun, I am fully confident that I’m traveling down 
the right path to becoming a well-rounded young Jewish adult in Peoria.
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